Dear Friend,
As you may already know, I agreed last February to be an IDIOT.  Well, not really, but close enough.  It was in February 2007 that I agreed to run a marathon with my buddy Chris on October 7, 2007 in Chicago.  I felt like an idiot because, before then, the only running I did consisted of running to the fridge between commercial breaks.  It’s amazing how far away October seems in February…. Needless to say, “What was I thinking” was a recurring thought during the 7 months between February and October.

Anyway, I trained real hard, endured injuries (and doctors’ visits and good natured ridicule), and went to Chicago with a gimpy leg and good intentions.  Unfortunately, I did not finish that marathon – they shut the course down roughly 3 hours into the race due to extreme heat and hydration issues.  I had made it through 16 miles at that point.  Imagine all the extremely disappointed runners there were when they closed the course – I, too, was even a little disappointed.

Even before I made it home from Chicago, I had decided I was going to give it another try.  I was not looking forward to starting the training over again, however.  Fortunately, my view on training for another marathon has changed.  Here’s why.

On November 1, a friend from church, Sally, asked me to attend an informational meeting sponsored by the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s ‘Team in Training’ program (TNT).  She was considering joining TNT and thought I may want to also –given I was such an accomplished runner(.  TNT is one of the world’s largest endurance sports training programs wherein each participant trains in honor (or memory) of a blood cancer patient.  Also, each participant agrees to raise money for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society to help cure leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma, and help local patients and their families.  I have accepted the goal of raising $1,800 by February 29 as I train to finish (all!!) 26.2 miles of the Country Music Marathon in Nashville, TN on April 26th, 2008.
I am running in honor of Sally’s husband, Bill.  He’s been fighting multiple myeloma for about 2 years now.  The outlook for this particular blood cancer isn’t very good (33% survival rate 5 years after diagnosis), but progress is being made in finding a cure. The primary reason I joined TNT was to show support for Bill and Sally as they face this disease together by raising money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in their honor.
SO, while I’m usually not very comfortable soliciting $$ from friends and family, I am doing it anyway because it’s for such a worthy cause.  I’m asking for a donation to the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society toward helping me reach my TNT goal of $1,800.  By giving, you’ll be helping in the battle against blood cancers and also showing support for blood cancer patients like Bill, who face challenges far more difficult than running 26 miles.

HOW MUCH AM I ASKING FOR?
I’m asking each of you to sponsor me for one mile of the 26.2 miles – a figure that comes out to about $70 per mile.  For the first 26 donors to sponsor a full mile, I’ll run “your mile” while sporting a message of your choice…even if it says “Roll Tide”, “Go Vols”, or “Vote for _______”.  I imagine if I’m carrying a “Roll Tide” sign for a mile, then that may be the fastest mile I run the entire race!  FEEL FREE TO SPONSOR MULTIPLE MILES!!! (
If $70 is more than you can spare, please know that any donation whatsoever will be appreciated and will help toward reaching the goal of helping those who have one of these diseases.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call, email, or write.  Thank you all for your consideration of this request.

If you’re writing a check, mail it to

Stan Davis

7192 Homestead Circle

Hixson, TN  37343

(423) 842-4792

stan@davisoffline.com

